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1 Immunosuppressants
Autoimmune conditions, 
arthritis, transplant and 
biologics for cancer

 $162.4  $192.1  $216.9  $247.7  $279.9 

2 Antivirals Hepatitis C  $22.1  $124.8  $84.4  $144.0  $135.1 

3 Vaccinations Vaccine preventable diseases  $92.4  $97.6  $137.1  $125.0  $124.0 

4 Chemotherapeutic Agents Cancer  $75.1  $83.3  $86.1  $93.5  $103.6 

5 Antithrombotic Agents Stopping blood clots  $63.5  $53.0  $56.0  $66.1  $75.9 

6 Diabetes Diabetes  $50.6  $53.9  $57.5  $63.4  $75.8 

7 Inhaled Long-acting Beta-
adrenoceptor Agonists Respiratory conditions  $55.4  $53.0  $55.8  $58.4  $63.4 

8 Antifibrinolytics, Haemostatics and 
Local Sclerosants Haemophilia  $29.6  $29.2  $28.2  $33.0  $50.3 

9 Endocrine Therapy HRT  $28.2  $32.0  $35.8  $38.1  $41.2 

10 Antipsychotics Mental health  $33.3  $35.7  $37.0  $33.1  $35.6 

11 Multiple Sclerosis Treatments Multiple Sclerosis  $20.2  $24.6  $28.5  $30.1  $33.3 

12 Anticholinergic Agents Respiratory conditions  $18.4  $18.6  $22.7  $25.9  $28.8 

13 Antiepilepsy Drugs Epilepsy  $33.9  $35.5  $37.5  $36.4  $26.7 

14 Diabetes Management Blood glucose monitors and 
strips  $19.1  $20.6  $22.2  $24.8  $25.1 

15 Antiretrovirals HIV/AIDS  $25.4  $27.8  $30.5  $24.5  $24.0 

16
Oral Supplements/Complete Diet 
(Nasogastric/Gastrostomy Tube 
Feed)

Special food  $10.8  $13.0  $15.7  $16.7  $17.9 

17 Analgesics Pain relief  $20.4  $19.2  $18.1  $17.8  $17.4 

18 Agents Affecting the Renin-
Angiotensin System

Blood pressure, heart failure, 
kidney failure and effects of 
diabetes

 $12.3  $11.8  $12.3  $12.5  $15.5 

19 Treatments for Substance 
Dependence Addiction  $15.2  $14.9  $16.3  $16.4  $13.7 

20 Antibacterials Bacterial infections  $14.2  $13.9  $13.5  $12.9  $13.3 

Totals $802.5 $954.5 $1,012.1 $1,120.3  $1,200.5

1 Paracetamol Analgesics  2,880,000 

2 Atorvastatin Cardiovascular  1,530,000 

3 Omeprazole Alimentary  1,480,000 

4 Aspirin Antithrombotic Agents  1,140,000 

5 Amoxicillin Anti-infectives  1,040,000 

6 Ibuprofen Analgesics  1,030,000 

7 Metoprolol succinate Cardiovascular  950,000 

8 Salbutamol Respiratory  940,000 

9 Cilazapril Cardiovascular  840,000 

10 Colecalciferol Musculoskeletal  840,000 

11 Prednisone Hormones  670,000 

12 Levothyroxine Hormones  640,000 

13 Metformin hydrochloride Diabetes  610,000 

14 Zopiclone Nervous System  590,000 

15 Loratadine Antihistamines  560,000 

16 Cetirizine hydrochloride Antihistamines  560,000 

17 Amoxicillin with clavulanic acid Anti-infectives  560,000 

18 Fluticasone propionate Respiratory  510,000 

19 Codeine phosphate Analgesics  510,000 

20 Docusate sodium with sennosides Laxatives  510,000 
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1 Infliximab Immunosuppressants  $41,850,000 

2 Aflibercept Immunosuppressants  $9,930,000 

3 Rituximab Immunosuppressants  $7,900,000 

4 Ferric carboxymaltose Alimentary  $6,280,000 

5 Tocilizumab Immunosuppressants  $5,360,000 

6 Sugammadex Musculoskeletal  $4,710,000 

7 Clostridium botulinum type A toxin Musculoskeletal  $4,660,000 

8 Idarucizumab Immunosuppressants  $3,330,000 

9 Enoxaparin sodium Antithrombotic Agents  $3,280,000 

10 Alteplase Antithrombotic Agents  $2,860,000 

11 Levonorgestrel Hormones  $2,450,000 

12 Amphotericin B Anti-infectives  $2,030,000 

13 Amoxicillin with clavulanic acid Anti-infectives  $1,990,000 

14 Paliperidone Antipsychotics  $1,930,000 

15 Sevoflurane Anaesthetics  $1,610,000 

16 Lidocaine [Lignocaine] 
hydrochloride Anaesthetics  $1,590,000 

17 Olanzapine Anaesthetics  $1,550,000 

18 Lenalidomide Oncology Agents  $1,440,000 

19 Sodium chloride Fluids and Electrolytes  $1,430,000 

20 Ivacaftor Cystic Fibrosis  $1,410,000 

1 Glecaprevir and pibrentasvir¹ Antivirals  $129,320,000 

2 Adalimumab Immunosuppressants  $98,720,000 

3 Dabigatran Antithrombotic Agents  $45,480,000 

4 Pembrolizumab Immunosuppressants  $42,160,000 

5 Trastuzumab Immunosuppressants  $35,740,000 

6 Insulin glargine Diabetes  $34,150,000 

7 Pneumococcal vaccine Vaccinations  $33,300,000 

8 Etanercept Immunosuppressants  $30,910,000 

9 Human papillomavirus (6, 11, 16, 18, 
31, 33, 45, 52 and 58) vaccine [HPV] Vaccinations  $26,300,000 

10 Abiraterone acetate Oncology  $25,450,000 

11 Lenalidomide Oncology  $25,370,000 

12 Budesonide with eformoterol Respiratory  $24,970,000 

13
Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 
polio, hepatitis B and haemophilus 
influenzae type B vaccine

Vaccinations  $23,120,000 

14 Fluticasone with salmeterol Respiratory  $23,040,000 

15 Rurioctocog alfa pegol 
[Recombinant factor VIII] Blood & Blood Forming Organs  $21,860,000 

16 Rituximab Immunosuppressants  $18,540,000 

17 Rivaroxaban Antithrombotic Agents  $16,790,000 

18 Dolutegravir Anti-infectives  $16,470,000 

19 Paliperidone Antipsychotics  $15,400,000 

20 Aflibercept Immunosuppressants  $15,170,000 



30
TE PĀTAKA WHAIORANGA 
2020 YEAR IN REVIEW                           31                                                   
      



32
TE PĀTAKA WHAIORANGA 
2020 YEAR IN REVIEW                           33                                                   
      



34
TE PĀTAKA WHAIORANGA 
2020 YEAR IN REVIEW                           35                                                   
      

The Minister sets 
a fixed budget 

so the agreed price 
must be a
ordable

Recommendations

Application 
Tracker 

See your application 
status online 

PHARMAC 
Factors for 

Consideration 
are used 

throughout

PHARMAC 
Factors for 

Consideration 
are used 

throughout

Application 
Tracker 

See your application 
status online 

The journey of a 
funding application 
A supplier, health professional, or an
everyday New Zealander can apply for a
medicine or related product to be funded. 

For further information visit
pharmac.govt.nz

PTAC

Subcommittees

Consider 
submissions

Ranking

HIGH

LOW

Prepare 
your application 
by collating all 

relevant information

Discuss
your application 

with someone from 
PHARMAC

your 
application via 

PHARMConnect

Review
PHARMAC reviews and
evaluates the evidence,

including others’ 
submissions on the 

same medicine.

Final decision
The PHARMAC board 
or delegate makes a 

final decision 

Assess
PHARMAC considers 

the clinical advice and 
assesses the medicine. 

Research and economic 
analysis take place

Compare 
options
PHARMAC 

compares and 
ranks medicines

Identify
PHARMAC 

identifies which 
medicines on 
the list to take 

forward

Negotiate 
PHARMAC negotiates 
price with suppliers 

Listed
If approved, the 

medicine or related 
products are listed on 

the Pharmaceutical 
Schedule

Provisional 
agreement
PHARMAC and 

the supplier 
confirm a provisional 

agreement 

Consult
We ask 

New Zealanders 
what they think

Advice
PHARMAC receives recommendations 
from independent clinical experts from 
across New Zealand’s health care sector 

who sit on the Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics Advisory Committee 

(PTAC) and its subcommittees

Submit 

Prioritise
A prioritised 

list of medicines 
for funding 
is created

Final changes
PHARMAC sta
 

make any changes 
necessary following 

the consultation 
submissions

Notification
PHARMAC notifies 

the decision to 
health professionals 

and the public
The process set out in this diagram is intended to be indicative of the process that may follow where a supplier or other applicant 
wishes a pharmaceutical to be funded on the Pharmaceutical Schedule. PHARMAC may, at its discretion, adopt a di�erent process or 
variations of the process. For example, we decide whether or not it is appropriate to undertake consultation on a case-by-case basis.
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